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Questions for  a l y son  noë l
Q. Riley Bloom !rst appears in Evermore, book one in your New York Times–bestselling Immortals Series. What inspired you 
to create a middle-grade series dedicated to Riley?
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Q. Shimmer is your second middle-grade novel. How is the experience writing for tweens di"erent than writing for young 
adults?
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Q. In Shimmer, Riley faces her biggest challenge yet when she encounters Rebecca. What makes Rebecca’s story all the more 
intense is that it’s based on a true story of a slave revolt in St. John’s Island in 1733. How did you discover this little-known 
period in history? Do you often turn to moments in history to enhance your writing?
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Q. As Riley learns more about her mentor Bodhi in Shimmer, she discovers he had an experience with bullying that is still 
haunting him. Bullying is an unfortunately popular subject these days. Do you feel it’s especially important to address this 
issue for your middle-grade fans?

Q-D*&*+-"#=';'54$'19""*-7'4$'4'?*73'4&7'+,%92,'*+'5-&+'%&':%6'D*N-',%66*1"-'#-46$3'+,-'-::-F+$'%:'+,4+'-OC-6*-&F-'"*&2-6-7'
<9F,'"%&2-6='Y&:%6+9&4+-"#'14F?'+,-&3'*+'54$'4'+%C*F'+,4+'&%'%&-'54$'5*""*&2'+%'7*$F9$$3'<9F,'"-$$'4F?&%5"-72-='!&7';'
,47'&-*+,-6'+,-'+%%"$'+%'7-4"'5*+,'*+3'&%6'4FF-$$'+%'4&#%&-'%6'4&#+,*&2'+,4+'F%9"7',-"C'<-'D*&7'<#'54#'+,6%92,'*+=';+R$'4'
$91E-F+';RN-'-OC"%6-7'*&'$%<-'%:'<#'C6-N*%9$'1%%?$3'4&7'*&'"*2,+'%:'4""'+,-'6-F-&+'19""#*&286-"4+-7'+642-7*-$3';':-"+'*+'54$'
+*<-'+%'-OC"%6-'*+'424*&=

Q. Shimmer ends with some exciting hints at what might be in store for Riley as she continues her journey as a Soul Catcher. 
What can readers look forward to in Dreamland, the next installment in the Riley Bloom Series? 
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Q. Evermore was your !rst paranormal novel and a departure from your seven previous books, yet it debuted on the New York 
Times bestseller list. What inspired you to try writing a novel in this genre? 
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Q. Did you always know you wanted to be a writer? When did you decide to pursue writing professionally? 
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Q. You are a New York Times–, USA Today– and Publishers Weekly–bestselling, award-winning author published in 35 countries, 
with over 3 million books in print in the U.S. alone. Did you ever dream of this level of success?
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Q. You were raised by a single mother, and money was not abundant growing up. How has your life changed since Evermore 
debuted on the New York Times bestseller list in 2009?
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Q. Ridley Scott’s production company, Scott Free Productions, has recently optioned your adult novel Fly Me to the Moon for 
development. Is there any movie talk for your young adult novels? 
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Q. What can fans expect to see next from Alyson Noël? 
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As seen in the Los Angles Times Fall Preview of Children’s Books, and Girl’s Life magazine!
“A tale for lovers of the genre . . . For those preteens who like a mild supernatural adventure with romantic overtones, you go, 
ghost.” —Kirkus Reviews

“Riley, who appeared in ghost form to her older sister, Ever, in Noël’s bestselling Evermore, takes center stage in this middle-grade 
spin-o", the !rst in a planned series . . . her wit, attitude, and maturation should have readers gladly following her into the second 
installment.” —Publishers Weekly

“#is new series is by the author of the Immortals, where readers !rst meet Ever and Riley. Narrating in a contemporary voice 
with an honest and comfortable cadence, Riley is imperfect, but always likable as she sweeps readers to her faraway land where she 
makes herself and readers assess their behaviors and, quite possibly, make adjustments. In the midst of this wildly fanciful setting, 
Noël is able to capture with nail-on-the-head accuracy common worries and concerns of today’s tweens.” —School Library Journal

“I must admit: #ere is not one thing I don’t like about this book. I just listed all the pros and there are no cons. I would rate it 
FIVE STARS.” —AllyKatz.com

“Radiance is a sweet story, a perfect summer read. . . . Like the Immortals series, Noël’s world-building is superb. Radiance was the 
perfect book to tide me over until the next Immortals book comes out. As far as middle-grade books go, it’s one of the best I›ve 
read.” —I’d so Rather be Reading 

“I think I found a great new series with tons of potential, and that series starts with Radiance. . . . #is book is so cute!”
—Bloody Bookaholic

“I loved reading this book! Not only the fact that it was short and could be !nished quickly, but also the idea of life after death and 
how those who have died may handle things. #is read is perfect for any ages, especially younger teens! Its beauty and simplicity 
blend perfectly with romance and humor. I’m sad that I must wait until next year for Shimmer, the sequel. I will de!nitely miss 
Riley, Bodhi, and Buttercup! Also, the cover is just beautiful!” —Novel !oughts

“Riley is such a great, refreshing character, and I loved her voice. She has some great inner monologues that made me laugh 
out loud. . . . I really enjoyed Radiance. While it’s a spin-o" from Alyson’s Immortal series, you don’t need to read Evermore to 
understand what is happening. It’s the !rst in a middle-grade series, but I’d de!nitely recommend YA fans of Alyson Noël to pick 
it up. I’m looking forward to !nding out what happens next with Riley and Bodhi.” —Mundie Moms
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“I loved this book! . . . Ms. Noël’s writing is $uid and $awless. She truly captures the thoughts of a twelve-year-old girl—I loved 
her inner monologues. #ey brought a smile to my face more than once. #is series is going to be a treat not only for the new fans 
I’m sure Ms. Noël will acquire in young tweens, but I can guarantee it will be an instant hit with her YA and adult fan base. Loved 
it.” —Bookwormygirl

“Radiance is the !rst book in a spin-o" of the Immortals. Although I enjoy that series, I have to admit that I was a little skeptical 
starting out with this book, as I thought Riley’s voice would be too young for me. Boy, was I sure proved wrong by little Miss 
Riley! I absolutely loved her voice and her inner monologue. . . . Overall, this was a light, fun read, and I would recommend it to 
any tweens and young teens that love paranormal books! I am eagerly anticipating the next Riley book, and I hope it will be just as 
good as Radiance.” —5 Stars, IB Book Blogging

“Riley is a unique character. She is sassy, feisty, and funny. . . . If you are a fan of the Immortals and always wanted to know what 
happened to Riley after she leaves Ever, you will want to read this book! If you have not read the books, this is a great opportunity 
to introduce yourself to the wonderful writing of the author.” —Mrs. Yusko, Evergreen Junior High Library

“I’m very pleased with this book. . . . #is was a very quick read and yet wonderfully written and complex. . . . Riley’s story is 
touching, moving, and uplifting.” —5 Stars, Bibliophilic Book Blog

“I felt like I hit the jackpot when I read Radiance. It has a feisty girl as the main character, a lovably dorky boy, and a loyal dog. 
Add a plot with unexpected twists and a completely stunning ending, and you’ve got one sweet novel. . . It was one of the most 
unique endings I have ever read. SWEETNESS!” —5 Stars, Reading Vacation

“All I can say is: It›s about time Riley got her own story. Listening to Ms. McInerney tell the tale led to many humorous moments, 
and I found myself giggling out loud. #e tension between Bodhi and Riley is palpable as the story is read and unfolds. Listening 
to Riley’s trials and errors is de!nitely a treat for the ears. Overall, Radiance is a wonderful story, and the audio book uses just the 
right tone for Riley’s voice. #e book is appropriate for anyone from middle school up.” —5 Stars, TeensReadToo (for the audio 
book)

“Alyson Noël’s Radiance is a promising start to a new and fun series for middle grades. . . . Noël has outdone herself with this one 
. . . it’s humorous, it’s heartwarming, and it’s extremely entertaining. . . . All in all, Radiance is a series that middle-grade girls will 
love. #ere’s a feisty protagonist, a swoon-worthy pal, an adorable yellow lab, and an incredible setting. What more could middle 
schoolers want?!?” —Confessions of a Book Addict


